GREATER PEORIA SPORTS HALL OF FAME
Dedicated to those individuals making significant contributions
to Greater Peoria area sports history

36TH ANNUAL INDUCTION BANQUET
SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2017

MEET THE INDUCTEES
THE TEAMS
1973 Metamora High School Football
Coached by Bill Roper, the 1973 undefeated (11-0) Metamora Redbirds
broke 9 school records including points scored (323). Carrying on the solid
gridiron foundation established by Marty Stromberger (GPSHOF class of
2009), the Redbirds defeated East Division Champion, Normal U. High,
in a tight defensive battle, to capture the Heart of Illinois Conference title.
Metamora’s potent oﬀense was led by quarterback Brian Wernsman,
receiver Torrey Weichmann, and running back Brent Garber. e 1973
season marked the last before the introduction of the IHSA state-championship playoﬀ system.

1984-85 Richwoods High School Girls Basketball
Coached by Mary Kay Hungate (GPSHOF class of 2000), the ’84-’85 Lady
Knights extended an “era of excellence” in Richwoods basketball history.
Ranked #1 in the Class AA poll throughout the regular season, they garnered
a 5th consecutive conference championship. Led by nationally recognized and
All-State selection, Nora Lewis (GPSHOF class of 1992), the Lady Knights
were ranked #1 in the nation (USA Today) entering the state tournament, but
dropped a semifinal clash with eventual state champion, Marshall of Chicago.
e Lady Knights completed an outstanding 32-1 season with a convincing
(63-40) win over Maine West of Des Plaines for the 3rd place trophy. Lewis
was the tournament’s leading scorer with 76 points.

1993-94 Peoria Manual High School
Boys Basketball
Beginning the nearly unbelievable string of consecutive
IHSA Class AA State championships during the 2-class (A,
AA) era, the Rams rewarded head coach, Dick Van Scyoc
(GPSHOF class of 1994) with his 1st state championship
trophy in the last of his 45 years of coaching at the high
school level. Manual defeated Carbondale 61-60 in the final
game. All-State and 1st Team All-Tournament selection,
Brandon Hughes led Manual in scoring in all 8 tournament
games. Willie Coleman was selected to the 2nd Team AllTournament, and Coleman and Ivan Watson were given AllState honorable mention recognition. Both were solid contributors at the state finals. Playing an extremely challenging schedule (18 of the
Rams’ opponents were ranked in their 6 respective states), they finished the season with a record of 27-6.

THE TEAMS
1994-95 Peoria Manual High School Boys Basketball
Manual, coached by 1st year head coach, Wayne McClain (GPSHOF class of
2015) successfully defended its state title with a 65-53 victory over ornton
of Harvey in the finals. ornton was also led by a 1st year coach, Rocky Hill.
Following up their solid contributions at the previous year’s tournament, Ivan
Watson and Willie Coleman provided stellar play and were both named the
All-Tournament 1st Team. e duo combined for 43 points in the championship game. Coleman was selected to the All-State Team and Watson received
honorable mention All-State recognition. e Rams finished the season with
a 32-2 record. After 1994-1995 season, the tournament moved from Champaign to Peoria, but the site change could not stop the Rams amazing streak
of successful title defenses.

1995-96 Peoria Manual High School Boys Basketball
Wayne McClain’s second year as head coach culminated in the 3rd consecutive IHSA Class AA Championship for Manual. e tournament was held
at a new venue, Peoria’s Carver Arena. e Rams defeated ornton of
Harvey (57-51) in a rematch of the previous season’s title game. Sophomore
guard, Frank Williams was the game’s leading scorer with 16 points. e
Rams completed another spectacular season with a 31-2 record. Manual’s
Sergio McClain (GPSHOF class of 2013) and Marcus Griﬃn, were selected
to the All-State 1st Team. McClain was also named co-MVP of the state
finals.

1996-97 Peoria Manual High School Boys Basketball
Manual completed its amazing and unprecedented four-year run of IHSA
Class AA Basketball Tournament Championships at Peoria’s Carver Arena.
After defeating ornton of Harvey in the two previous championship tilts,
the Rams downed the previously undefeated Wildcats 65-62, in an epic semifinal matchup. Manual then defeated West Aurora, 47-43 for the title. ey
finished the season as the number one ranked team in the nation by the USA
Today. e Rams posted a 31-1 record, losing only to Chicago Carver when
All-State and McDonald’s All-America selection, Marcus Griﬃn was sidelined
with an injury. e Rams completed the “Four-Peat” era with a combined
record of 121-11 and a perfect 32-0 record in Class AA State Tournament competition. Sergio McClain, a starter for all four of the championship
teams, was selected Mr. Basketball by coaches and media throughout the state.

THE INDIVIDUALS
Chad Clift

is considered the first standout star in soccer from the Peoria area. He
competed at Bergan High School, Viterbo
College, and Bradley University. At Bergan
Chad was a three time All-Conference
selection and earned 1st Team All-State and
All-Midwest honors in 1987 and 1988. He
achieved honorable mention NAIA AllAmerica status in 1990 while playing for
Viterbo College (La Crosse, WI) and holds
school soccer records for career goals (59) and
assists (17) in a season. Chad transferred to
Bradley and earned 2nd Team All-Missouri
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Valley Conference honors in 1992 and 1993.
He was also the team’s oﬀensive MVP each
season and holds two Bradley records: most
goals in a game (5) and most points in a game
(10). He was the 1st soccer player inducted
into Bradley’s Hall of Fame. After his playing
days, Chad remained active in soccer. He
coached at East Peoria High School, leading
the Raiders to titles in the Mid Illini
Conference and a regional tournament. As a
soccer oﬃcial, he was assigned to the IHSA
Boys State Finals in 2014 and for the Girls
State Finals in 2015 and 2016.

THE INDIVIDUALS
Jim Querciagrossa

Scott “Scotty” Sullivan

Jim Querciagrossa was a
wrestling
coach
at
Woodruﬀ High School
from 1968-1992. He
guided his grapplers to 36
individual conference
titles and 64 individual
regional championships.
151 boys qualified for
sectional competition
and 19 qualified for State
matches, eight of whom
earned a medal. One of
his wrestlers, Jeﬀ Sutherland, was a State Champion in 1990 at
160 lbs. His teams combined for an impressive 303-102-6 record
in dual meets with five conference, 14 city championships, and
four regional championships. He coached 22 winning seasons. In
his final season the Warriors strung together 24 consecutive dual
meet wins before losing in the Class AA state competition. Jim
was named Central Illinois Coach of the Year in 1982 and 1992.
He has been inducted into the Illinois Wrestling Coaches
Association and Woodruﬀ High School Halls of Fame. “Coach
Q” sparked interest in wrestling with younger boys by hosting the
area’s first Kids Wrestling Tournament in 1978, and beginning in
1969, he hosted the Peoria Freshmen Tourney for 42 years.

Scotty Sullivan was a
two-time selection for the
All-Conference Football
and Baseball Teams while
at Woodruﬀ
High
School. In football, he
was a running back,
linebacker, and placekicker.
At
Bradley
University, he was a cocaptain of the Braves
football team in 1959.
He batted .315 for his
BU baseball career, and led the team in stolen bases in 1959 and
1960. He helped the Braves win the Missouri Valley Conference
Championship in 1959 and secure a spot in the NCAA
tournament. Scotty was a three-year letterman in both baseball
and football at BU. He was inducted into Bradley’s Hall of Fame
in 1965 for his accomplishments in the 2 sports. Just as notable,
he oﬃciated high school and small college football for 32 years
and worked one state high school championship game among his
numerous playoﬀ assignments. Scotty has served on GPSHOF
Board of Directors since 2000.

THE LEGEND
Ron Dwyer
Ron was an All-Conference, athlete in football, basketball, and baseball at Spalding Institute and
achieved All-State honors in basketball. He accepted a full scholarship to Western Illinois
University for basketball. After his freshman year he transferred to Bradley University on a baseball scholarship. At BU he played baseball for three years and football for two years. In 1964, he
was selected for the All-Missouri Valley Conference Baseball Team. Ron was invited to play on
the first Peoria Pacers Baseball Team in the Central Illinois Collegiate League, batting 4th in the
lineup and playing 3rd base alongside Don Kessinger, the eventual star shortstop for the Chicago
Cubs. After college he shared his sports acumen as an assistant coach for Spalding’s basketball
teams that were the state runners-up in 1969 and 1970 Class AA Tournament. He was the pitching coach for the 1974 East Peoria team that placed 2nd in the Class AA Baseball Tournament.
Ron was a player/manager in Peoria’s Sunday Morning League for 15 years; for 20 years he served
as supervisor of the softball program for the Peoria Park District; for 6 years was active in Little
League; and for 2 years helped lead a youth basketball program. He was an umpire/
oﬃcial in baseball, basketball, and football at various levels of competition over 21 seasons.

The Greater Peoria Sports Hall of Fame’s mission is to promote the many and varied sports programs in the Greater Peoria area (Peoria,
Tazewell, and Woodford Counties). Our aim is to honor those men, women and teams that have contributed to the area’s rich sports history.
With the cooperation of the Peoria Civic Center Commission, and generous community support we have served the area since 1979.
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Neve Harms Award
Neve HaRMS
MeRitoRiouS
SeRviCe awaRD
Jerry & elaine Riebling
For four decades Jerry and Elaine have volunteered
their time and eﬀort to benefit the runners competing in events within the Tri-County. Just prior
to Jerry’s induction into the Steamboat Classic
Hall of Fame in 2015, the race’s co-founder, Steve
Shostrom said, “Jerry and Elaine are treasures in
the running community. ey have made substantial, lasting contributions to the Steamboat Classic
and the Illinois Valley Striders over the years. ey
have worked tirelessly at countless local races through heat, rain, ice, snow and wind
to get quick, accurate results for runners of all ages and abilities."
Jerry was involved with the Steamboat Classic for 35 years and Elaine has been a part
of the Race for the Cure for about 30 years. Married over 50 years, the Rieblings
helped pioneer the transformation from hand timing to computerized timing for the
major running events in the Tri-County area. In addition to the Steamboat Classic
and Race for the Cure, they have served at the following events over their decades of
service: the IHSA State Cross Country Meet; Illinois Valley Striders events; countless
high school invitationals including the Richard Spring Memorial Invitational (Peoria
Notre Dame) and the Peoria High Invitational at Detweiler Park; and Bradley University and the University of Illinois cross country meets and invitationals. Jerry has
also raised funds for the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital by participating in the
Memphis to Peoria Run and running the satellite event from Canton to Peoria. e
dedication and passion of Jerry and Elaine for these events has enabled thousands of
others to experience achievement and enjoyment while competing in running events.

Congratulations to the
Class of 2016 Inductees

Quality Installation & Service
since 1987
(309) 698-3011
Visit us at www.ComIrr.com
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GPSHOF
Recent Deaths
FRaNk GRaHaM ———
Frank died June 27, 2016 in Texas. He was a
member of the 1955 10-0-0 Woodruﬀ football
team that outscored their opponents 285-7. e
team was inducted into the GPSHOF in 1992.
Steve Hoak ———
Steve died September 30, 2016 in Pekin. He was
on the 1965 9-0-1 Pekin Football team that was
inducted into the GPSHOF in 2006.
HileS Stout ———
Hiles died October 31, 2016 in Peoria, IL. He
was a legendary 3-sport athlete at Peoria High
School where he was an All-Stater in both
football and basketball. He led the Lions to a
2nd place finish in the one-class 1953 Illinois
State High School basketball tournament. He
followed with an outstanding sports career at the
University of Illinois where he earned three
letters in football and basketball. Hiles was
inducted into the GPSHOF in 1983.

Tri-County Athletes & Coaches Announced
tri-County Female Coach of the Year
tracy Heﬀren

tri-County Male Coach of the Year
tim ornton

Tracy Heﬀren (Eureka High School): Led
the Hornets volleyball team to a school
record in wins and to the state
tournament for the first time in 30 years.
Her Hornets went 35-4 and captured a
state title for the first time in school
history.

Tim ornton (Peoria High School):
Guided the Lions to their first ever state
football championship. His team went
13-1 and set the state record for points in
a season (805). ornton was one of 32
finalists for the NFL's Don Shula national
high school coach of the year award.

tri-County Female athlete of the Year
Madi McCoy

tri-County Male athlete of the Year
kendrick Green

Madi McCoy (Washington High School):
Key starter on the Panthers' basketball
team that went 25-4 and advanced to the
sectional championship. All-State softball
player took her school to its second
consecutive state title game. As a pitcher,
she went 30-2 with 256 strikeouts and a
1.26 ERA. She belted 18 homers, scored 49 runs and had a .525
batting average in leading her team to a 37-2 record.

Kendrick Green (Peoria High School):
ree-sport athlete who wrestles, plays
baseball and was oﬀered two dozen
college scholarships as a football lineman.
A two-way starter on the Lions state
football champ, he helped the recordsetting oﬀense average 57.5 points per
game. As a defensive lineman, the All-State player recorded 113
tackles, 33 for loss, 15 sacks and scored a TD.
hing yards (2,835) and career points (245).

Check Out Our Website:
www.gpshof.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

8726 N. Industrial Road, Peoria, IL 61615
PHONE 309.692.4030 FAX 309.692.4159
sstockman@gswcpa.com
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GPSHOF Tri-County Youth Sports Grant

Recognizing the accomplishments of area athletes and
sports contributors for more than 30 years, the Greater
Peoria Sports Hall of Fame is giving back to the Tri-County
youth sports programs through a new grant program being
launched in 2016. Aided by benefactor contributions to
the Greater Peoria Sports Hall of Fame and revenues
generated from the annual banquet, the GPSHOF
annually will award $500 to one youth sports program in
each of Peoria, Tazewell and Woodford Counties.
Youth programs interested in receiving a $500 grant
should submit the enclosed application detailing the
attributes of the program to the Greater Peoria Sports Hall
of Fame by March 1 of each year. Letters should be
addressed to:
Greater Peoria Sports Hall of Fame
Attn: Youth Sports Grant
P.O. Box 9338
Peoria, IL 61612

Basic information in the request letters should include the
youth program's mission, how the funding can assist the
mission and a primary point of contact. All applications
will be reviewed by the GPSHOF board and the three
selected programs will be announced during the Hall of
Fame banquet.

Congratulations
to the
2016
Hall of Fame
Inductees

Donors may support this mission by participating in the
Greater Peoria Sports Hall of Fame sponsorship program
at any of four levels. In addition to supporting area youth
sports, sponsors will receive varying levels of benefits,
determined by their giving level:
Hall of Fame ($5,000)
4 Lifetime tickets to the annual GPSHOF Banquet
Recognition on a plaque in the GPSHOF display at
the Peoria Civic Center
Recognition in the annual GPSHOF Banquet program
Recognition in the GPSHOF newsletter
All-American ($1,000)
2 tickets to the GPSHOF Banquet in the year of the gift
Recognition on a plaque in the GPSHOF display at
the Peoria Civic Center
Recognition in the annual GPSHOF Banquet program
Recognition in the GPSHOF newsletter
All-State ($500)
1 ticket to the GPSHOF Banquet in the year of the gift
Recognition in the annual GPSHOF Banquet program
Recognition in the GPSHOF newsletter
All-Conference ($100)
Recognition in the GPSHOF Banquet program
Recognition in the GPSHOF newsletter

JOHN E. DONLAN, D.D.S.
NICOLE M. SUDHOLT, D.M.D.
843 W. Glen Ave.
Peoria, IL 61614

www.southsidebank.com
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Tel 309.691.9421
Fax 309.691.1390
donlandental@gmail.com
donlandental.com

Helping you protect what
matters most
-LP&DUOVRQ+2)
Financial Representative
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( 

MDPHVMFDUOVRQ@countryfinancial.com
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MIKE HIEBER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Established 1967
Tackle / Flag Football / Cheerleaders

JEFF BROCKAMP

1105 E. War Memorial Drive • Peoria Heights, IL 61616

Phone: 309-682-8910
Fax: 309-682-5250
Email: jfloci@sbcglobal.net

309-685-6000

J.F.L.O.C.I.
506 E. Marietta Ave.
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

Michael D. Kepple
President

1044 W. OLYMPIA DRIVE
PEORIA, IL 61615-2063

Kepple Healthcare Consulting, Inc.
Medi Weightloss Clinic - Peoria
Medi Weightloss Clinic - Naperville
Peoria Ice Cream Company, Inc.
Kepple Acres Farms, LLC.

TEL. 309.693.7444 • FAX 309.693.8166

309.691.7900 ext. 102
Fax 309.691.8805
Cell 309.696.8082
mkepple@keppleco.com
2426 W Cornerstone Ct.
Peoria, IL 61614

866 Main Street • Morton, IL 61550
(309) 266-9768
Old Timers
Baseball Association
OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS
Since 1934

“A Friend of the Community”
The Old Timers donate hundreds of volunteer hours yearly
to numerous charitable projects.
MAILING ADDRESS & FURTHER INFORMATION
Mike Burns, Secretary-Treasurer
1603 Woodbine Ct., Washington, IL 61571 • 444-8719
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PO Box 9338
Peoria IL 61612-9338

GREATER PEORIA SPORTS HALL
OF FAME BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PEORIA, ILLINOIS
PERMIT NO. 789

Rick Kestner, President
Mike Burns, Past President
Jim Carlson, 1st Vice President
Gary Leonard, 2nd Vice President
Susie Stockman, Treasurer
Dave Mateer, Secretary

OTHER BOARD MEMBERS

Clay Cantrell
Joe Dalfonso
Dave Eminian
Tommy Kahn
Gary Leonard
Jonelle McCloud
Mike Olson
Kurt Pegler

W.C. “Corky” Robertson
Phil Salzer
Tim Simpson
Sue Sinclair
Scotty Sullivan
Junior Watkins
Kirk Wessler
Tony Wysinger

ASSOCIATE BOARD MEMBERS
Ron Ferguson, Paul King, Ed Murphy,
Roger Monroe, Gene Petty
Lorene Ramsey, Robert Sulaski

The 36th Annual
Greater Peoria Sports Hall of Fame

Induction Banquet
Saturday, April 8, 2017
Peoria Civic Center
(Visit our website at: www.gpshof.com)

Tickets are on sale now for the 36th Annual Induction Banquet to be held
Saturday, April 8, 2017 at the Peoria Civic Center Ballroom.

Cocktail hour---- 5PM Dinner --- 6PM
Introduction of the Class of 2016 Hall of Fame Inductees follows dinner.

Advance tickets are $35.00 per person before April 1st ($40.00 April 1st - 6th)
No walk up tickets are available, tickets must be paid and purchased by April 6th.

To purchase tickets call Susie at 309-691-3553 or
e-mail: susie1026@comcast.net

